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Aid. Justice Centres Uganda is a
project of Justice, Law and Order
Sector that was established in 2009
to provide legal aid to the poor,
marginalised and vulnerable people
who cannot afford to hire services of
lawyers.

BY DENIS EDEMA
dedema@ug.nationmedia.com

JINJA. A section of Busoga sub-re-
gion population, particularly those
who cannot afford to hire lawyers,
now have a reason to keep their hope
alive following an announcement by
the Justice Centres Uganda (JCU) to
resume offering free legal services
after nearly one-year lull.

JCUisa project of Justice, Law and
Order Sector that was established in
2009 to provide legal aid to the poor,
marginalised and vulnerable people
who cannot afford to hire services of
lawyers.

According to a statement is-
sued last week, the Jinja centre in
Busoga sub-region is among the
two branches that will be opened
for business (provision of pro bono),
thanks to the availability of funds.

Shortage of funds

The head of the national coordi-
nation office, Ms Christine Birabwa
Nsubuga, in a statement dated March
13, said Jinja and Masaka centres,
two of the three branches that were
closed due to unavailability of funds
since mid-last year, is now ready to
take up new cases.

This means that dozens of stranded
people, majority of whom are either
poor or low income earners, will now
get effective representation in courts
oflaw, lack of which would have seen
them badly disadvantaged in the face
of injustice.

She said: “We will endevour to pro-
vide professional, free and quality
legal services to those who cannot
afford the services of a paid lawyer.”

In the past year alone JCU has
been providing legal representation
to more 5,920 clients in civil, crimi-
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Tororo official fires site manager over shoddy work. Tororo District superintendent of
works has chased a supervisor from a construction site at Omiriai Primary School in Mella Sub-

county, Tororo District over shoddy work. Mr Andrew Asaya, while inspecting the construction of a
five stanza pit-latrine at the school recently, was incensed when he discovered that the builders

did not have the required tools at the site. “| expected you as a technical person to be conscious of
whatever you are doing but | am surprised that you are constructing a wall without even‘a plumber

bob and you even don't know the mixtures for the concrete,” he added. [Joseph Omollo, Monitor]
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nal, land and family court cases.

It has also mediated slightly more
than 1,170 cases and provided psy-
cho-social support and counselling
to more than 180 clients.

The justice institution has further
reached out and sensitise nearly
700 women, 3,000 people with dis-
abilities and 6,240 at police stations
about legal rights and access to jus-
tice.

Nearly 20,000 inmates, about
35,000 students and 27,000 commu-
nity members also benefitting from
the exercise—lesson in legal rights

Jﬁstit’:e centres

|n total there are seven centres,
including Jinja High Court,
Masaka, Lira, Hoima, Tororo,
Mwengo and Fort Portal.

Due to lack of funding Masaka,
Jinja and Fort Portal centres were
closed until last week when two
centres—in Jinja and Masaka High
Court were reopened.

and access to justice.

Before reinstating the pro bono
services, clients benefiting from the
justice centre petitioned the justice
institution offices, calling for imme-
diate resumption of free legal help. In
the petition they said many of them
are helpless in the face of injustice.

Mr Cornelius Lwamusayi, a resi-
dent of Katunda Village in Buikwe
District, who was one of the peti-
tioner, said without representation,
many people lose hope even in pend-
ing cases that were already yielding
some positive results.




